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INTRODUCTION

Matamata-Piako District Council manages a wide variety of reserves, other public spaces and buildings. 

Currently not all the sites are clearly identified and those signs that are in place vary widely in style and 

production quality and methods. 

The aim of this project is to identify the different purposes we need signs for and to develop guidelines 

that will allow us to present a consistent, professional, and  recognisable face to the public in our parks 

and public spaces. 

Creating an identity for our own sites will not only make management easier (eg. site identification for 

users / clarification of management responsibility etc) but will support similar approaches being taken 

by neighbouring councils (Thames–Coromandel and Waipa). Whilst we obviously need to have a stand-

alone design, we should try to standardise some cross-council design devices so that information is 

provided in a consistent way. For example, use of the New Zealand symbol standard to identify facilities 

available at sites and permitted activities.
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OBJECTIVES

To develop a structured sign system using defined templates to:
• Assure consistent quality (design and production)

• Reflect corporate identity and present a professional image 

The signs will:
• Be cost effective and fit for purpose

• Provide clear, unambiguous information to the public 

• Reflect the spirit of the community and its environment
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SIGN REQUIREMENTS

There are a number of different purposes for which we want signs
• Site identification  

• Directions / basic instructions 

• Information (eg. orientation panels / identifying restrictions / regulations etc)

• Safety / warning notification

• Interpretation of special features

The content in these signs could vary (in terms of amount of detail) but there would always be some 

common defined features. For example:

1. Site Identification
Always has:

• Park name

• Logo 

• Photo element

• Symbols (e.g.,  no dogs, walking) 

May have:

• A secondary line of text (e.g. haere mai / welcome;  steep access, drive with care)  

• Additional directional information (e.g.  Car parking →)
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2. Directional signs (large)

Always has:

• Site name

• Logo

• Text (with arrows if appropriate)

• Photo element 

May have: 

•  Symbols (e.g., no dogs)  these may not be required on all directional / instructional signs especially if 

located near welcome or other information signs)

3. Directional signs (small)

Always has:

• Text (with arrows if appropriate)

• Green band

May have: 

•  Symbols (e.g., no dogs) 

4. Direction posts

Always has:

• Arrows

May have: 

• Text identifying destination or name of walk

•  Symbols (e.g., no dogs) 

• Logo
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5. Information signs (large)

Always has:

• Site name or appropriate header 

• Body text / subheadings (can contain text, e.g., restrictions, track information)

• Photo element (or green band if the sign contains other large graphics)

• Logo

May have:

• Secondary heading

• Map  or other relevant images / illustrations  

• Symbols (e.g.,  no dogs)

6. Safety / warning notices: 
These will usually be done as a variation of the standard information sign

7.  Interpretation signs
These should be more flexible in terms of design (ie. not be constrained to the standardised shapes and 

colours of the site / information sign system) to accommodate variation in topic and themes. However,  

The Councl’s logo should be on all the signs OR, if part of a sequence in one park, the logo may be on the 

orientation sign / introductory sign only. 

An appedixed document will be developed to cover the provision of council  interpretion projects at a later 

date. 
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DESIGN

Colours 
Based on those defined in the Council’s corporate identity manual with darker variations for contrast.

Light Blue / logo blue:  Pantone 300  c:  85    m: 47     y:  0      k: 0

Mid green:         c:  51    m: 14     y: 80   k: 32

Mid blue:       c:  100  m: 90     y: 10     k: 0

Logo green:    Pantone 354 

Watermark pattern
Based on koru in council logo.

Sign shape / format
 Sloped top shape to represent the characteristic Matamata-Piako contrast between mountain and 

plain.

• Two layers (for large / high profile signs) to create depth and a point of difference.

Photo elements 
Toned in green.  The various options are themed to represent the type of environment the sign is in where 

appropriate or will be a neutral generic ‘Matamata-Piako’ image pattern.  The image choice will be limited 

to one image representing the following types of reserve / environments (see samples):

• Generic (for corporate buildings / council housing etc)  = rural scenery

• Urban parks (1) sports / activity = People  at sport’s game

• Urban parks (2) passive = Trees and tracks

• Mountains / bush = Misty bush close up  

• River / wetland = water pattern image 

• Historic (post European) = Historic photo with rural theme / generic location

•
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PHOTO ELEMENTS
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CONSTRUCTION

The signs will be constructed from powder coated alloy.

Posts will in general be powder coated alloy though for some small signs in low - profile sites painted 

wooden post can be used. 

The logo, watermark and symbols will either be sprayed onto clear powder-coated alloy or applied on 

clear vinyl.

•

•

•



COSTS

2008 estimates:  Production

Large format signs
Estimate:  $1300.00 + gst     

   $450.00 + gst  for alloy posts 

   or $250.00 + gst for wooden    (length of post/pole 2.5 metres)

Smaller format signs
Estimate $660.00  + gst    

  $450.00 for alloy posts 

  or $250.00 + gst for wooden    (length of post/pole 2.5 metres)

2008 estimates:  Layout
Layout cost will vary depending on the complexity of the sign (e.g. if a map is required). A simple site 

identification or directional sign should be approximately $75.00 - 150.00 excluding gst.
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SPECIFICATIONS

The size specifications are outlined on the following pages. 

Sign size is determined primarily by the size of the main text block. This in turn is defined by the type of sign 

and the way in which it will be viewed (drive by fast / drive by slow / stationary or pedestrian).

•

•
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Site Identification 1.
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70 -100  km / hr

This section can be cropped or expanded to suit 
different length titles (graphics remains in place) 
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Lockerbie Park

30 mm

120 mm

60  mm

175 mm

80 - 100

60 mm

50 mm

100 mm

30 mm
90 - 100 mm

30 mm

Fisher Street Entrance

30 - 60 km / hr 75 or 100 m
m

60  m
m

175 m
m

60 m
m

80 - 100

60 m
m

90 - 100  m
m

30 m
m

180 m
m

75 or 100 m
m

Site Identification 2.
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30 - 60 km / hr

75 or 100 m
m

45  m
m
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m
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m
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m
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30 mm

110 mm

45  mm

45 mm

80 - 100

55 mm

30 mm

This section can be cropped or expanded to suit different 
length titles (graphics remains in place) 
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Directional 1.
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This section can be cropped or expanded to suit different 
length titles (graphics remains in place) 

This section can 
be expanded to 
include symbols 
if required. Follow 
specification on 
page 12

75 or 100 m
m

45  m
m

150 m
m

45 +  m
m

150 + -  m
m

75 or 100 m
m

30 mm

110 mm

60 mm

70 - 100 mm

60 mm

30 - 40 mm

30 - 40 mm

30 - 40 mm

55 mm

30 + mm
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Directional 2.
Marker post
100 mm x 100 mm

Directional 3.
Simplified directions

EXIT
PARKING

Su
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it 
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k
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Information 2.  Basic 

matamata
piako
district council

Lockerbie Park
Dogs not permitted on 

this reserve between 

the hours of 10am - 6pm 

Queens Birthday to 

Easter Weekend. 
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Hot Water Beach
Domain

H
ot

 W
at

er
 B

ea
ch

 R
oa

d

HWB River

Surf Beach

Hot Water Beach

N

P

P

You are here

Beach access track

Walking track

Toilets

Parking

Hot Springs

KEY

P

szvg z sdf kzsjednb a zedvvv x gb zed kfbndkg b zlkse 

bzndxf biaezsjdfgo8a7yvdzwerfv cca erg awr. 

 ·  ahbouartgbjer gAEJRHs y seknt gdn dzng zdfgn

 ·  zdfgnz zfn ugzv4tfoaeyrgauergb uergvoaue r

 ·  dgtn z edtg n z g n zd n kjehnbknsetk.haae rht .

Track information
Lockerbie Par k

Information 1.

Measurements will vary 
according to location and 
content. 



CHECKLIST

For all new signs identify:

Wording  Name of reserve or site    ....................................................

   Secondary text if applicable   ....................................................

   Locations for directional arrow(s) if applicable ....................................................

   Directions arrow(s) need to point   ....................................................

   Other       ....................................................

Size  Indicate whether sign will be viewed:

   From stationary position / on foot   ....................................................

   Slow drive (30 - 60 km / hr)    ....................................................

   Fast drive (70 - 100 km / hr)    ....................................................

Graphic required   What type of reserve / site is the sign required for

   Bush / mountain     ....................................................

   River / lake / wetland    ....................................................

   Historic site      ....................................................

   Urban park      ....................................................

   Corporate building     ....................................................

    Other (specify)     ....................................................

Position opportunities / constraints (specify)    ....................................................

Profile of site (high / medium / low)     ....................................................

Required by         ....................................................

Planning note:  Have you consulted with all relevent groups within council or outside agencies (e.g. 

Environment Waikato, the Department of Conservation) that might be associated with the site where the sign is 

to be installed? Have their interest been considered (e.g. have relevent symbols or instructions been included.  

•

•

•

•

•

•

Page 17



Developed for Matamata-Piako District Council by:

What’s the Story?   Sonia Frimmel

07 8718778

027 271 8778

129 Mangapiko School Rd

RD6 Te Awamutu

sonia@whatsthestory.co.nz

www.whatsthestory.co.nz
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