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Group/Name Description
Amount
approved

Light Up Domain
Committee - Te Aroha
Business Association

Stage 2 of project: lighting up pond areas of Te Aroha
Domain

$2,500.00

Kiwanis Club One Day Fun Day $2,000.00

Te Aroha Domain Day
Committee

Domain Day 2026 $2,000.00

Light Party Matamata  Light Party Event $500.00

Matamata Piako Model
Aero Club Inc

Upgrading club facilities $2,500.00

Matamata Bluelight Launch grassroots initiatives $500.00

Transit ion
Matamata

Sustainability Fun Day $1,000.00

Matamata
Household Budget
Advisors

Christmas Grotto Wonderland Experience $1,000.00

Arts Under The Mountain
2026

Arts Under The Mountain Event $2,500.00

Morrinsville Chamber of
Commerce

Annual Morrinsville Fireworks Extravaganza $5,000.00

Total funding allocated $19,500.00

25/26 Council administered
Single-year Grants

Funding round 1

In 2025/26, Council administered single year-grants for the following initiatives:

Single year grant decisions are made by a committee, consisting of one ward Councillor from
each ward (i.e. Matamata, Morrinsville, Te Aroha and Māori wards), individual members are
rotated each round.



Group/Name Description
Amount
approved

Te Aroha & District
Riding for the Disabled
Association Inc

Operating costs for accounts $1,000.00

Brian Maginness
Zion Motorhomes Golf Tournament - funding towards
prizes

$500.00

Tangata Trust Marae Hauora Day $1,000.00

Darice Collinson Light up the Domain Stage 3 $1,500.00

Te Aroha Croquet
Club

District Schools Golf Croquet Programme $1,000.00

Aroha Cruise  In
Society
Incorporated

Family-friendly activities and entertainment at  Aroha
Cruise In

$1,500.00

Te Aroha business
Association 

Road Closure for Arts Under the Mountain  $2,000.00

Charity Tuhakaraina  Playground fundraising day $2,000.00

Total funding allocated $10,500.00

25/26 Council administered
Single-year Grants

Funding round 2

In 2025/26, Council administered single-year grants for the following initiatives:



Group/Name Description
Amount
approved

Art on Thames Street Art on Thames Street 2026 $1,200.00

Brian Gibson HB Gibson Christmas Display $1,200.00

Houata (Howie) Ngati Raungaiti Marae Underpass Artwork Project $1,400.00

St Joseph’s School
Morrinsville

A cow for St Josephs Morrinsville $500.00

Tui Pā Marae Toi Māori ki Tui Pā - Holiday Creative Wānanga $1,000.00

Elisa Hyde Hills Exhibition and painting workshop $260.00

Te Aroha Community
Choir

A themed concert ‘I am light’ $1,000.00

Heather Willison,
Andrea Best, Sue
Preston, Jenni Baylis
and Sarah Lee

Reimagine - Art exhibition $450.00

Te Aroha Business
Association

Arts under the mountain festival $2,000.00

Future Te Aroha Professional development - dance $600.00

Future Te Aroha Once upon a Christmas 2025 $600.00

Future Te Aroha Forgotten Earth $600.00

M a t a m a t a  C u l t u r a l
F e s t i v a l

Many cultures, One celebration $2,000.00

Morrinsville Art Gallery
Morrinsville Gallery 15th anniversary celebration 31
October 2025

$2,000.00

Creative Community Scheme

In 2025/26, the Committee allocated grants for the following initiatives:

Funding round 1

Council administers the Creative Community Scheme (CCS), which is funded by Creative New
Zealand. The grant supports initiatives that have an arts focus and meets the conditions of: 

 Access and participation 
 Diversity 
Young people 

Nine committee members deliberate over the applications, two of whom are Councillors, the
remainder are community members representing different arts specialties



Group/Name Description
Amount
approved

Elizabeth Borrows Mini trees in Morrinsville $1,240.00

Morrinsville Little
Theatre

Babes in the wood - play $1,000.00

Ngāti Tumutumu Taonga Puoro Wānanga - making koauau and porotiti $1,500.00

Total funding allocated $18,550.00

Group/Name Description
Amount
approved

Dave Mouat and Mary
Fraser

Small Stitches and Family Ties – Art Exhibition $500.00

Springdale School  Interactive School Mural  $750.00

Matamata Brass Band  Tutoring Programme for Bass Players  $2,000.00

Professional Weavers
Network 

Rivers - A Metaphor for a Journey Exhibition  $500.00

Ross Miller   Puppet Show at Arts Under the Mountain Festival  $750.00

Matamata Bluelight  Talent Show for youth  $1,000.00

Future Te Aroha  Lighting, Sound, and Rigging Workshop  $400.00

Future Te Aroha  A production of Oliver Jr to perform in our community  $1,500.00

Future Te Aroha  The Crazy Quest of Tim, Tom and Terry  $1,244.00

Te Aroha Community
Choir 

From Stage to Stadium  $1,000.00

Creative Community Scheme

Funding round 2



Group/Name Description
Amount
approved

Matamata Dramatic
Society 

One Act Play Festival  $1,000.00

Morrinsville Little
Theatre 

13 The musical  $1,000.00

Morrinsville Little Theatre   Spies are Forever  $1,000.00

Morrinsville Gallery  Contemporary toi Māori at Morrinsville Gallery  $1,000.00

Matamata Cultural Festival -
Frenzy Vidamo Ugalde 

Many Cultures One Celebration  $2,504.33

Colour Exhibition Group  Colour Art Exhibition  $400.00

Total funding allocated $16,548.33 

Creative Community Scheme



Group/Name Description
Amount
approved

Beau Timberland Guided Walk Series With Search and Rescue $1,894.37

Mike Molan Christmas in the Park - Morrinsville $1,089.75

Morrinsville
Historical Society
Incorporated 

Learning the Art of Harakeke Weaving $810.33

Liz Borrows Japanese Textiles Exhibition $2,000.00

Charlotte Giblin Push the Light $1003.86

Matamata
  Cultural Festival

Many Cultures, One celebration $2,000.00

Asha Nicholas Matamata Bluelight Free Movie night $1,913.00

Tamar Tuhakaraina  Whanau Day Event Waharoa Together Greatness  $1,974.68

Ross Miller Whitaker Street Shop Signage Revamp $1,852.98

Rebecca Lee and
Adrian Cook

Analogue Aotearoa $2,000.00

Ciaran Warner Much Ado About Nothing $356.43

Pride of Place Community-led
Initiatives Grant

In 2025/26, Council allocated grants for the following initiatives:

Using external funding from the Department of Internal Affairs, Council has $30,000 per year
for three years (2024 – 2027) to allocate to support the community to deliver small-scale
initiatives that contribute to an even better district to live, work and learn in.



Group/Name Description
Amount
approved

Vicki Taylor Sit, Play Connect - Board & Card Games Club $1,027.13 

John Howlett Ukulollo Power Trio Live Concert $1,950.00 

Jade green Youth Week 2026 Te Ahurei a Rangatahi $2,000.00 

Treaty People Inc Te Tiriti Community workshop for ethnic families  $1,124.35

Springdale School Springdale Pickleball Court $2,000.00

Asha Nicholas
Matamata Blue Light Official Launch Free Family Movie
Night

1913.98

Matamata Hearing
Association Inc -
Bridget Gill

Here to help you Hear – Hearing Expo $959.00

Parkinsons Support
Group

Morrinsville Parkinsons Support Group $410.00

Total funding allocated $28,279.86

Pride of Place Community-led
Initiatives Grant

In 2025/26, Council allocated grants for the following initiatives:

Using external funding from the Department of Internal Affairs, Council has $30,000 per year
for three years (2024 – 2027) to allocate to support the community to deliver small-scale
initiatives that contribute to an even better district to live, work and learn in.



Group/Name Description
Amount
approved

Steve Southhall Waitoa Riverbank Restoration $2,859.00

Marc Dresser
Pest control for land bordering Hapuakohe Ecological
Reserve

$3,390.00

Matamata Community
Helath Shuttle

Resource Consent $4,537.78 

Hato Hone St John  Te Aroha Resource Consent $5,000.00

Total funding allocated $15,786.78

In 2025/26, Council administered grants for the following initiatives:

Natural, Cultural and Built
Heritage Grant

The Natural, Cultural and Built Heritage grant provides funding for plans, reports and one-off
projects that protect, conserve and promote New Zealand’s natural, cultural and physical
heritage and support community organisations with resource consent costs. This grant remains
open year round and is allocated to eligible applicants on a first in basis.



Group/Name Description
Amount
approved

Raungaiti Marae Large Matariki Celebration at Raungaiti Marae $3,100.00

Te Puāwaitanga o Ngāti
Hinerangi iwi Trust and
Wairere Mahi

Hautapu Ceremony on Weraiti Maunga $650.00

Tui Pā Marae Matariki noho held at Tui Pā Marae $1,250.00

Total funding allocated $5,000.00

Group/Name Description   Amount
  approved

Budgeting Services Inc. Promote ‘Money Mates’ initiative to facilitate the
programme in Te Aroha. The purpose to increase
financial capability.

$1,331.15 

Te Aroha BMX Club  Secure container to keep maintenance equipment $2,565.00 

Ngāti Tumutumu Trust Whakairo ki te Mauri - Reconnecting our rangatahi $1,000.00 

Te Aroha Community
Support Inc   

Garaging for their 4 shuttle vehicles for 3 months  $2,628.00   

Piako Gymnastics Club  Funding for a new 30cm crash mat $2,000.00 

Total funding allocated
  

$9,524.15 

In 2025/26, Council administered grants for the following initiatives:

Previously known as ‘Iwi-led Initiatives Grant’, Te Kōtuitui was established to support initiatives
relating to Matariki or Waitangi Day events / initiatives / series.

 Te Kōtuitui Grant

Dr Lawrence and Elsie Mackie Memorial Trusts

Dr Lawrence and Elsie Mackie Memorial Trust grants are available to people from Te
Aroha and the surrounding country areas (Elstow, Manawarū, Mangaiti, Ngarua,
Springdale, Te Aroha West, Wairākau, Waihou and Waitoa). This funding is provided
for 'charitable purposes', for both groups and individuals. This grant opens once
every two years and is managed by a Board of Trustees of five members. 



Group/Name Description
Amount
approved

Saskia and Alex
Dewhurst

Contribution towards travel to represent NZ in the
World Junior Ultimate Championships

$500.00

Millah Burge
Contribution towards travel to represent NZ in the
Oceania Athletics Championships

$500.00

Matamata Historical
Society

Memorial Hall hirage for Historical Society Book Fair $500.00

Total funding allocated $1,500.00

In 2025/26, Council administered grants for the following initiatives:

Mayoral Fund

The Mayor receives regular requests for grants, donations and financial assistance to support ad-hoc projects
and community initiatives. While many requests are dealt with through applications for other Council provided
or administered grants, the Mayor has the discretion to allocate funding from the Mayoral Fund. 
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